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LAMALFA) having assumed the chair, 
Mr. LAWLER, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 1) to lower energy costs 
by increasing American energy produc-
tion, exports, infrastructure, and crit-
ical minerals processing, by promoting 
transparency, accountability, permit-
ting, and production of American re-
sources, and by improving water qual-
ity certification and energy projects, 
and for other purposes, had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

f 

THE BUDGET MESSAGE OF THE 
PRESIDENT—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118–3) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAWLER) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of 
the United States; which was read and, 
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, referred to the Committee on Ap-
propriations and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
When I took office 2 years ago, 

COVID–19 was raging and our economy 
was reeling. Millions of workers had 
lost their jobs, hundreds of thousands 
of businesses closed, supply chains 
were snarled, and schools were still 
shuttered. Families across the Nation 
were feeling real pain. But today, 230 
million Americans have been vac-
cinated. We have created a record 12 
million jobs, and unemployment is at a 
more than 50-year low, with near- 
record lows for Black and Latino work-
ers and women. Wages are rising, infla-
tion is slowing, manufacturing is 
booming, and our economy is growing. 
More Americans have health insurance 
than ever before, and a record 10 mil-
lion Americans have applied to start a 
small business—each application an act 
of hope. Our economic plan for the Na-
tion is working, and American families 
are starting to have a little more 
breathing room. 

I ran for President to rebuild our 
economy from the bottom up and mid-
dle out, not from the top down—be-
cause when the middle class does well, 
the poor have a ladder up and the 
wealthy still do well. We all do well. 
For too long, though, the backbone of 
America, the middle class, has been 
hollowed out. Too many American jobs 
were shipped overseas. Unions were 
weakened. Once-thriving cities and 
towns have become shadows of what 
they were. My economic vision is about 
investing in those places and people 
who have been forgotten. That is what 
we have done in these historic past 2 
years. 

Together, the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law, CHIPS and Science Act, and 
Inflation Reduction Act are among the 
most significant public investments in 
our Nation’s history, expected to draw 
more than $3.5 trillion in public and 
private funding for infrastructure and 

industries of the future—including 
clean energy. It is simple: you cannot 
be the number one economy in the 
world unless you have the best infra-
structure in the world. So we are fi-
nally rebuilding our roads, bridges, 
railways, ports, airports, water sys-
tems, and more to keep our people safe, 
our goods moving, and our economy 
growing. We have already announced 
over 20,000 projects and awards, cre-
ating tens of thousands of good-paying 
union jobs while requiring that all con-
struction materials are made in Amer-
ica. Americans everywhere can take 
pride in seeing shovels in the ground 
for that work. 

Meanwhile, the CHIPS and Science 
Act is making sure America once again 
leads the world in developing and man-
ufacturing the semiconductors that 
power everything from cellphones to 
cars. The United States invented those 
chips, and it is time that we make 
them at home again so our economy 
never again relies on chips manufac-
tured abroad. Private companies have 
already pledged $300 billion in new in-
vestments in American manufacturing, 
many thanks to this law, and they are 
breaking ground on facilities that will 
employ tens of thousands of Americans 
with good jobs and breathe new life 
into communities across the United 
States. 

At the same time, we are taking on 
powerful special interests to cut costs 
for working families—for example, low-
ering healthcare and prescription drug 
costs by extending Affordable Care Act 
subsidies and capping insulin prices 
and out-of-pocket drug costs for sen-
iors on Medicare. The Inflation Reduc-
tion Act also gives Medicare the power 
to negotiate drug prices, lowering 
prices for Americans and saving tax-
payers billions of dollars a year. It 
makes the world’s most significant in-
vestment in fighting the existential 
threat of climate change—lowering 
families’ utility bills, building cleaner 
and more resilient water systems, in-
vesting in rural communities, and lead-
ing the world to a clean energy econ-
omy. 

Throughout, we have delivered on 
our commitment to fiscal responsi-
bility, cutting the deficit by more than 
$1.7 trillion in the first 2 years of my 
Administration—the largest reduction 
in American history. I have signed into 
law additional deficit reduction by fi-
nally making the wealthy and corpora-
tions pay their fair share, including 
with a new 15 percent minimum tax on 
billion-dollar corporations, many of 
which had been paying zero in taxes. 
We have also stood firm in our commit-
ment to not raise taxes on anyone 
earning less than $400,000 a year. 

Now, it is time to finish the job, 
building on the ambitious progress we 
have made with new investments in 
America’s future. My 2024 Budget is a 
blue-collar blueprint to rebuild Amer-
ica in a fiscally responsible way that 
leaves no one behind. The Budget con-
tinues lowering costs for families— 

with new measures to expand health 
coverage, cap prescription drug costs, 
invest in quality child care, build af-
fordable housing, reduce home energy 
bills, make college more affordable, 
and more. This Budget protects and 
strengthens Social Security and Medi-
care—lifelines that tens of millions of 
seniors have paid into their whole lives 
with every paycheck so they can retire 
with dignity. It rejects any cuts to 
these programs, extends the solvency 
of the Medicare Trust Fund by at least 
25 years, and invests in service delivery 
so that seniors and people with disabil-
ities can access the benefits they have 
earned. This Budget also keeps growing 
our economy by investing in the foun-
dation of its strength: the American 
people. That means helping families by 
providing paid family and medical 
leave and restoring the full Child Tax 
Credit, which cut child poverty in half 
in 2021 to the lowest level in history. It 
means expanding small business loans; 
standing up for workers and their fun-
damental right to organize; investing 
in science and innovation; expanding 
access to preschool: and improving 
pathways to community college, ca-
reer-connected high schools, and other 
high-quality job training. It also means 
working hard to make our commu-
nities safer, expanding access to men-
tal healthcare, ending cancer as we 
know it, and much more. 

In addition, this Budget cements our 
commitment to confronting global 
challenges and keeping America safe. 
It outlines crucial investments to out- 
compete China globally and to con-
tinue support for Ukraine in the face of 
unprovoked Russian aggression. It also 
continues our work to restore Amer-
ica’s global leadership—reviving key 
alliances and partnerships, strength-
ening our military, fostering democ-
racy and human rights, protecting 
global health, honoring our veterans, 
fixing our immigration system at 
home, and advancing cybersecurity 
through implementation of the Na-
tional Cybersecurity Strategy I just 
signed. 

Importantly, my Budget does all of 
this while lowering deficits by nearly 
$3 trillion over the next decade. We 
more than fully pay for these invest-
ments in our future by asking the 
wealthy and big corporations to pay 
their fair share. We propose a billion-
aire minimum tax, requiring the 
wealthiest Americans to pay at least 25 
percent on all of their income, includ-
ing appreciated assets—because no bil-
lionaire should ever pay a lower tax 
rate than a school teacher or a fire-
fighter. This Budget also proposes 
quadrupling the tax on corporate stock 
buybacks, so companies invest more in 
production to improve quality and 
lower prices, and less in buybacks that 
only benefit shareholders and CEOs. 
This Budget closes tax loopholes for 
the wealthy and cracks down on tax 
cheats, and it once again ensures that 
no one earning less than $400,000 a year 
will pay a penny more in new taxes, pe-
riod. 
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Today, our Nation is at an inflection 

point that will determine our future 
for decades to come. But because of the 
investments that we have made, the 
United States of America is better po-
sitioned to lead than any Nation on 
Earth. The Budget reflects our values 
as a Nation—a Nation of good people, 
growing in a new age of possibilities, 
and standing as a beacon to the world. 
Together, let us put those values into 
practice and prove that democracy de-
livers as we keep building a stronger, 
fairer economy that leaves no one be-
hind. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2023. 
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WATER STORAGE IS KEY TO CALI-
FORNIA’S ABILITY TO WEATHER 
DROUGHTS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently the California Department of 
Water Resources announced that water 
deliveries throughout the State Water 
Project would be increased to 75 per-
cent of requested amounts. Also, the 
Bureau of Reclamation made a similar 
announcement on 100 percent in cer-
tain districts in northern California. 

The State levels have increased from 
an announced 35 percent earlier on. 
These increases are possible due to the 
massive amount of rain and snowpack 
California has received from a series of 
winter storms. 

Many of our State’s reservoirs, once 
teetering on the brink of being empty, 
are rapidly filling. While these in-
creased water allocations are good 
news, there is still a pressing need for 
more water storage in California. 

Sites Reservoir in my district, a 
project that should already have been 
built, would already have 11⁄2 million 
acre-feet of water in it. Raising Shasta 
Dam farther north only 18 feet would 
result in 630,000 more acre-feet. One 
acre-foot of water, for example, is 
enough to sustain two California fami-
lies for a whole year. 

Improving the flood controls and 
modernizing some of our water infra-
structure would allow us to keep more 
stormwater. Storage is key for Califor-
nia’s ability to weather droughts for 
more than 1 year. Store the water we 
get in the winter and we will have it 
when we need it in the summer. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF VALERIE 
‘‘VAL’’ MCCAIN 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today, 
I rise to honor and remember the life of 
a dear friend and an inspiration to cen-
tral Washington communities, Valerie 

‘‘Val’’ McCain, who unexpectedly 
passed away this past Sunday. 

Val was an incredible leader with 
over 30 years of industry experience 
across several continents. At the time 
of her death, she served as the project 
director of the Hanford Tank Waste 
Treatment and Immobilization Plant 
and as senior vice president of Bechtel. 

Val was an inspiration to workers 
across the Hanford site and in the Tri- 
Cities communities. She also served 
our local and government communities 
on boards of the Energy Facility Con-
tractors Group, TRIDEC, The STEM 
Foundation, and Columbia Industries. 

Val’s death is a loss for our commu-
nity, but her leadership and contribu-
tions to central Washington will never 
be forgotten. We should all strive to 
emulate her engagement and selfless 
citizenship. 

May she rest in peace. 
f 

CONGRATULATING COACH 
BRANDON JERNIGAN 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Coach 
Brandon Jernigan, the athletic director 
at Pierce County High School. 

Brandon has been named the Georgia 
High School Association’s Region 2A 
athletic director of the year. He has 
been a coach for 24 years and has spent 
the last 15 years at Pierce County High 
School. For the last 6 years, he has 
served as Pierce County High School’s 
athletic director. 

During his time as athletic director, 
Pierce County has achieved many nota-
ble athletic accomplishments, includ-
ing the school’s first State football 
championship. He has also overlooked 
large expansion projects for the foot-
ball, baseball, and softball fields. 

Brandon is much more than just an 
athletic director. He is a pillar of his 
community and someone who has made 
a lasting impact on everyone around 
him. His impact on our young men and 
women will be felt for generations to 
come. 

Congratulations on this wonderful 
accomplishment. 

f 

FIGHTING TO REESTABLISH 
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, 

throughout the month of March, the 
Western Caucus has been highlighting 
the need for permitting reform in al-
most every aspect of the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

Permitting and regulatory reform 
have long been a priority for the West-
ern Caucus and it has become even 
more important in recent months. 

As our Nation fights to reestablish 
energy independence, we need cer-
tainty for American energy producers 
and a reliable process for increased 
critical mineral mining. 

As catastrophic wildfires threaten 
the West year after year, we need per-
mitting processes that empower State 
and local land managers to effectively 
manage our forests and our grasslands. 

As rural communities are faced with 
more and more Federal overreach from 
the Biden administration, they deserve 
certainty and transparency. That is 
why we must reform our broken per-
mitting processes to unlock American 
investment and unleash the potential 
of rural America. 

Landmark environmental protection 
laws like NEPA and the ESA have 
truly gotten out of control. While well 
intentioned they are, they are now 
used by serial litigants to stall critical 
infrastructure and management 
projects. 

These far-left environmental groups 
use these statutes to drive political 
wedges and ensure America is depend-
ent on her adversaries. Endless cycles 
of litigation tie the hands of project de-
velopers, of land managers, and of pri-
vate conservationists, all while posing 
a serious threat to both our local 
economies as well as our environment. 

As a farmer from the central part of 
the State of Washington and as chair-
man of the Congressional Western Cau-
cus, I see how regulations from the 
Federal Government have dispropor-
tionately negatively impacted our 
rural communities. This is unfair for so 
many reasons, but the main one being 
that these are exactly the men and 
women that we should be empowering. 

In rural America, our livelihoods de-
pend on a healthy environment and on 
our natural resources. We truly have a 
vested interest in and a storied history 
of protecting our lands and our waters. 
We just need the Federal Government 
to literally get out of our way. 

That is why House Republicans have 
introduced H.R. 1, the Lower Energy 
Costs Act, to deliver on our promise to 
unleash American energy and lower 
prices for all consumers, regardless of 
what industry they are engaged in. 

H.R. 1 updates our broken permitting 
process to actually let Americans 
mine, let Americans farm, let Ameri-
cans manufacture, to process, and to 
build so that our country can grow and 
thrive once more. 

Today, I am joined by Western Cau-
cus members from across our country 
who will shed light on how broke per-
mitting processes throughout the Fed-
eral Government have kneecapped 
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